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and hold licence, whenever they wish, to be able to go with ships
to trade and to buy in all our trades of the parts of Guine (save
our trade of Arguim, where we do not wish anyone to trade or
do anything either in the said trade or in its limits, except him
to whom we are pleased to grant licence and permission) all the
goods, which the said inhabitants of the said island have and
desire to carry, except arms and iron tools, ships and their equip-
ment, because our pleasure is that none of these things should
be bartered in any manner in the said trades, and we have
strictly forbidden this before, under the penalty for such a thing
already imposed.
They may do this, without further approaching us or sending
to us, or to our officers and others, to ask or apply for the said
licence, or for clerks so that they may have them with them in
their ships in the said parts, according to our ordinance with
reference to those who go there from our kingdoms; but we will
that they ask and apply for the said licences and clerks from the
customs officer or receiver, whom we command to be appointed
there to be our deputy in order to collect and gather our dues,
which are to be the fourth of all things, which the inhabitants of
the said island thus barter in the said parts of Guine.
These, our officers, whom we thus appoint there in the said
island, shall be ready and diligent to supply clerks to the said
shippers, so that each shall carry one, as is required in each ship
which goes there, according as is now done in the ships which
go from our kingdoms1 to the said parts of Guin6.
The said customs officer or receiver shall thus be ready to
collect the said dues, which are to accrue to us from the said
ships which are equipped in the said island, as soon as they
return from the said parts of Guine. If the said officers are not
thus ready to collect the said dues and to provide the said clerks,
in their absence he may collect and provide who has charge of
the government and captaincy of the said island for my said
brother, and he shall keep these dues himself until we send for
them. When this happens, the said governor or captain shall
advise us thereof by letter.
These clerks, thus to be supplied, shall be such as are fully
1 Portugal and the Algarve.
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